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practised this abstinence, his legislation could not have
gained the worthy and intelligent acceptance it did gain;
and by adopting this contrivance he triumphantly at-
tained the object he proposed to himself. Still it was no
mere measure of prudence or policy. Christ himself
probably never thought of it as a contrivance or device;
to him such self-restraint no doubt appeared simply
required by duty, an essential part of fidelity to the
commission he bore. And when we have investigated
the character of Christ's legislation, we shall find that the
great self-denial of his life, besides being a means of
introducing his legislation, was the greatest of all illus-
trations of the spirit of that legislation. The kind of life
he prescribed to his followers he exemplified in his
own person in the most striking way, by dedicating all
his extraordinary powers to beneficent uses only, and
deliberately placing himself for all purposes of hostility
and self-defence on a level with the weakest.

To sum up the results of this chapter. We began by
remarking that an astonishing plan met with an astonish-
ing success, and we raised the question to what instru-
mentality that success was due. Christ announced him-
self as the Founder and Legislator of a new Society, and
as the Supreme Judge of men. Now by what means
did he procure that these immense pretensions should be
allowed ? He might have done it by sheer power; he
might have adopted persuasion, and pointed out the merits
of the scheme and of the legislation he proposed to
introduce. But he adopted a third plan, which had
the effect not merely of securing obedience, but of
exciting enthusiasm and devotion. He laid men under
an immense obligation. He convinced them that he was